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February 12, 1970

Warden Erwin L. Bonney, Orient, Div. G.: We now have from twelve to eighteen inches of
snow with a crust, which is not uniform, under the surface.
Deer have not yarded well
yet. Bobcats are roaming a lot and are doing a lot of hare hunting. There are 24-30
inches of ice on Grand Lake.
Warden Eben Perry, Rangeley, Div . E.: During the winter carnival week in Rangeley there
were over 100 snowsleds from out of town and out of state to j oin in the organized safaris
to the top of Saddleback Mt., and to just drive around the lakes . One day I observed more
snowsleds on Rangeley Lake than I saw boats on any one day last summer.
Warden Bryce Clayton, Eustis, Div. E: Bobcat hunters have had a rough time this past month
due to crust. Ice fishing is slow.
Warden Michael 0 Connell ,Rockwood, Div. K.: The deer I ve seen in the past week appear in
good condition. Beaver trappers are doing well.
Warden George Chase, T. 6, ~. 19, Div. K: We have had some very cold weather in the past
week. The coldest I have seen at the house is -34° and a high of -2° for the week of
January 18-24.
I have seen a few lynx tracks along the road. One place where last year
a lynx was often seen, is this year noticeably void of rabbit tracks .
Warden Glen Feeney, Jackman, Div. K.: In the first part of December I received a male
animal that resembled a coyote in all ways: shape, size, color. I had the animal sent
to the University of Maine for positive identification . Since then I have had a number of
trapper and woods operators ask me about tracks they have seen.
On the 21st of January
a female animal like the other was turned in to me. Also on Jan. 26, 1970 I was enjoying
a snowmobile ride on the lake when I sighted another of these animals seeking safety of
the island . I returned to the island the following day only to find that there were two
of them and that they had a den under a blow down. The den had been used for quite some
time judging from the foul aroma which arose from it.
WARDEN SUPERVISOR CURTIS F. COOPER, STOCKHOLM, DIV. I:
Many beaver trappers have pulled their traps, due to the thickness of ice on most of the
ponds. Some flowages have over 30 inches of ice, and very little water left. ~·1oose
are real plentiful, and we are observing them very close to settled areas this winter.
The deer have not had any problems with snow so far this winter. The snow depth along the
boundary varies from 10 inches in the green growth to 21 inches in the burtland. On the
west shore of Presley Lake, T. 12, R. 17, I measured up to 36 inches.
Warden Dan Glidden, Clayton Lake: A combination of low temperatures (-39° Jan . 21, 1970)
and no snow on the lakes has made the lakes cove red with 24-30 inches of ice. The deer
are facing very low temperatures in this area, but are travel ing nearly any where they
please. Snow depths are 13-21 inches. In fact the deer haven ' t really gathered completely
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in thei r yards.
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FIELD NOTES/ add 1
Warden John Caron, Div. I: Due to bad ice conditions three deer died trying to cross
the St. John River during the month of January. Very few beaver trappers, but they are
doing extremely well.
Warden Charles Merrill, Fort Fairfield, Div. H: Found two buck deer dead on Presque Isle
Stream. Both deer looked like they had slipped on the glare ice and spread themselves.
t1ust be a slow and painful death. Beaver trappers are finding very thick ice due to
lack of snow and the cold weather we have had during the past several weeks. The bulk of
the beaver were caught during the month of December in this area.
Snow sled fans have
long faces this winter with potato rows still showing and very little snow in the woods.
The 30 below zero weather has slowed everything down in this area the last couple of days.
Warden Olin Jackson, South China, Div. B.: I am receiving a few less dog complaints now.
Checked two deer yard areas this week. There appears to be as many deer in these areas as
in past years. The deer are moving all over these areas. Woods operators in Palermo
area report seeing 8 to 10 deer feeding while they are working. Plenty of ice on lakes
and ponds, but there are still some bad spots; a snowmobile went through the ice at
China Lake on Saturday n'ight, and one went into the open water above the dam at Sheepscot
Lake. There were lots of fishermen on the lakes but few fish were taken. There were
between 75 and 100 snowmobiles on China Lake, and about that many cars.
Warden Oral Page, Belgrade, Div. B.: Ice on lakes in this area is now 24 to 28 inches
thick. An ice fisherman on Messalonskee Lake caught 20 white perch and a 16 inch mudpuppy.
Warden Winfield Gordon, Warren, Div. B: We still have no snow in this district. A very
poor year for snow travelers. Beaver trappers are having a rough year, as the ice has
gone out of some of the beaver flowages, taking along their sets.
WARDEN SUPERVISOR DAVID PRIEST, LINCOL~ CENTER, DIV. G:
At Webster Plt., a large buck deer was feeding in an area where a logging crew had been
yarding logs. The deer became trapped when one of it's hind feet became wedged between
two logs. He was dead when the crew arrived to go to work. It seems ironic that such a
fine animal could come to such a fate after eluding hunters, dogs and bobcats for about
10 years. I estimated the age of the animal from the condition of it's teeth.
The heavy rains raised havoc with the traps of many of the beaver trappers. The water
came up several feet on some of the streams. I have no doubt this rise of water further
damaged our muskrat population. The rain was beneficial to our deer herd. They are
travelling freely on top of the crust. We are having a considerable problem with dogs
in the southern end of our division. It seems that for every situation which we take
care of that two more arise to take its place.
Warden T. L. tkAllister, Jackman, Div. K.: I am seeing more grouse this winter than usual.
Warden t,1i chae 1 0' Co nne 11 , Rockwood, Di v. K: Warden Chase and myse 1f, wh i 1e ski-dooing
around Allagash Lake found that the deer in the area are doing very well feeding on cedar.
A lot of young cedar 8 to 10 feet high are giving the deer all they want. Also we observed
a lone whistler winging over the lake, strangely enough, heading north.

- 30 -

